
 
Mark Your Calendars!  

 

December:  

Thursday, Dec. 3rd  

SBDM Meeting 6-7pm 

Stonewall Library  

 

Friday, Dec. 4th  

Deadline to order yearbooks 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 8th  

Dancing classrooms Semi-finals 

at Molina H.S. 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 15th  

PTA General Meetingñ1st Grade 

Program 

 

Friday, Dec. 18th  

Classroom Holiday Parties 

 

Dec. 21stñJan. 4th  

Holiday BreakñNo School 

 

 

Seasons Greetings Stonewall Families,  

      We are officially in the holiday season.  Itôs my favorite time of the 

year!  I hope you enjoy the holidays with your family. 

      November was another busy month.  We began the month with 

Stonewall Spirit Night at Chick-fil -A and followed it up with our fun, 

family movie night.  We wrapped up the month with Grandparentsô Day 

and Thanksgiving Break.  Speaking of thanks, all of this monthôs events 

(and all PTA & Garden events) require lots of volunteer help.  A big 

thank you to everyone that helps out, from the event organizers to the 

volunteers that bring cookies and staff the events. Iôm grateful to have so 

many involved families at our school.  Keep up the good work!! 

      Iôm sure that December will fly by and winter break and the new year 

will be here before we know it.  I hope you all enjoy the break and come 

back excited for the new year.  

      Happy Holidays!  

      Kelly Newman 

      PTA President  
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Time is Running Out - Order Your Yearbook, Send in Photos  

Order your Yearbook Today! Only a limited number of yearbooks will be ordered. 

Download your order form at: 

 http://www.stonewalljacksonpta.org/f/Yearbook_Order_Form1.xls  

and turn it into the school office with your payment. 

 

Got Photos? We need them for the Stonewall Jackson Yearbook! 

Camp Grady Spruce, Movie Night, Class Events, Any School Function. 

Email your photos to stonewallphotos@onlinefilefolder.com 

Be sure to name each photo so that itõs easy to tell what they are. 

Examples: Carnival2009_1.jpg, MeetTheTeacher_2.jpg. 
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About the Stonewall Jackson PTA  

 

The Stonewall Jackson PTA consists of 

parents, teachers and community members 

who are dedicated to making Stonewall a 

great place for students to be nurtured and to 

learn. Throughout the year the PTA organizes 

volunteers and holds fundraisers to provide 

student and family programs, help the teach-

ers in the classroom and enhance the school.  

PTA Board meetings and general meetings 

are held monthly. The Board meetings are 

open to all parents and are held on the 2nd 

Thursday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in the 

school library.  

PTA is an individual membership. Dues are 

$7, except for parents who register for the 

after school program. Membership forms are 

located in the school office.  

The Spotlight newsletter is published and 

distributed monthly. It is also posted  at 

www.stonewalljacksonpta.org. Article submis-

sions may be placed in the Spotlight box in 

the school office, or e -mailed to Amy Carey, 

Spotlight editor, at stonewallspot-

light@gmail.com.  

If you have questions about the PTA please 

contact a board member or visit our website 

at www.stonewalljacksonpta.org .  
 

Stonewall Jackson Elementary School  

5828 Mockingbird Lane 

Dallas, Texas 75206 

Phone 972-749-7200 

Fax 972-749-7201 

After School Program 972-749-7219 
 

 

 

Words of  Wisdom  
 

ñGenerosity is giving more than you can, 
and pride is taking less than you need.ò 

 
-Kahlil Gibran 
(1883-1931)  

Lebanese artist and poet 

Girl Scouts Give Back  

The Shake, Rattle and Roll auction website has 

now launched and you can now purchase your 

tickets or reserve tables directly on the site. 

Check it out at 

www.shakerattleandrollauction.org. 

 

 

Counselorės Corner 

HONESTY:  

8 Great Reasons to Tell the Truth 

1. Telling the truth lets everyone know what really happened.  

Thereôs less chance of misunderstanding. 

2. Telling the truth protects innocent people from being blamed. 

3. Telling the truth allows everyone to learn from what hap-

pened. 

4. You usually get into less trouble for telling the truth than for 

lying (and getting caught). 

5. Other people trust you more when you tell the truth. 

6. You donôt have to remember more lies to keep your story 

straight. 

7. You gain a reputation for being truthfulða trait most people 

value. 

8. Telling the truth helps you to feel secure and peaceful inside. 

 

Barbara Gruener 

A Rockinė Auction Website 

Thank you to the 3rd Grade 

Brownie Troop #8785! 

   

They planted this wonderful tree in 

front of Stonewall Jackson on Nov. 

17th.    

 

Troop leaders are: Thuy Sherman, 

Paula Tucker, and Cathy Hall. 
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Special Articles by Stonewall Star Reporters  

By: Emily Honeybone, 4th Grade 

This month, we are turning the Stonewall spotlight on 

Mrs. Lodi, our beloved music teacher. 

This is Mrs. Lodiõs second year at Stonewall. She grew 

up in Houston, Texas. After graduating from Texas 

Christian University (TCU), Mrs. Lodi wanted to be an 

international lawyer. She was influenced by her music 

teacher to become a music teacher herself. The educa-

tion that she needed was to first become very good at 

her instruments, which were the flute and piccolo. 

Mrs. Lodi had to learn from the best teachers she 

could find. She learned music later in her life. Her 

mom and dad were both P.E. teachers. She was also 

very into sports and dancing. She played softball, was 

on the swim team, did track, etc.  

Mrs. Lodi has been a music teacher for 19 years. She 

gained experience with music by teaching at overseas 

schools, teaching childrenõs choirs, instructing begin-

ning orchestra and band, and leading high school 

marching bands. Before Mrs. Lodi came to Stonewall 

Jackson she was an elementary music teacher at The 

American International School of Buenos Aries 

(Argentina) and at Colegio Internacional de Caracas  

(Venezuela).  She also gained a lot of experience with 

Orff instruments (pitched percussion) and methodol-

ogy. Mrs. Lodi says that for her age the easiest instru-

ment to play would be the saxophone. 

Some kids canõt stay in tune when singing. Mrs. Lodi 

teaches the kids to stay in tune by making them listen 

to themselves when they are right, and using tech-

niques like a whoo ball (a ball that gets kids to sing in 

high pitch) when they are out of pitch.  

We are so happy to have Mrs. Lodi as our music 

teacher! She is awesome! 

 
By: Jessee Cromwell, 4th Grade 

Mr. Painter is the educational farmer of the Stonewall 

Jackson garden.  I interviewed him because he is a 

teacher I can talk to about nature and science.   I wanted 

to capture the garden through his eyes. 

What I learned about Mr. Painter was that he really likes 

to teach kids about nature and gardening.  He is moti-

vated by the future generations of wildlife.  If kids can 

learn how important these animals and plants are to us, 

maybe they will care for nature and help pass on wildlife 

as a big thing. 

Here are the questions I asked him and his answers: 

How long have you been teaching in the garden? 

I have been working in the garden here at Stonewall Jack-

son since 1996. 

How do you choose the plants in the garden? 

I choose the vegetable plants that I like to eat and that 

are adapted to grow during the school year, the ones I 

can plant and harvest during the school year.  I also 

choose plants for the wildscape. I chose plants that are 

native to Texas and adapted to the dry heat. 

What is the coolest bug youõve seen in the garden? 

Praying Mantis and garden spider are my favorites. 

What is the funniest thing that has happened to you 

in the garden? 

One day I was getting something out of the pond and a 

class of kids was watching me, and I slipped and fell back-

wards into the pond. All the kids laughed and laughed, so 

it must have been really funny. 

What words do you use to describe yourself? 

Responsible, committed, determined, caring, gentle, 

mean. 

Are you an organic farmer?  If so, why? 

I am not a certified organic farmer.  I use some conven-

tional methods. 

Do you have any pets? 

I had a dog, but I donõt currently have a dog. I donõt cur-

rently have any pets. 

Spotlight on Mrs. Lodi  Mr. Painter an Educational Farmer  
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The Stonewall Jackson Math Team competed in the 34th Annual DISD Math Olympiad on Saturday, November 14th at Skyline High School. 

Fourth Grader Alexander Canright retained his title, taking 1st Place for a second year in a row. Fifth Grader Travis Eden won 3rd Place in the 

Northeast Learning Community. Way to Go, Mathletes! 

On Thursday, November 5, over fifty Stonewall Moms came together to Shake off the Thursday night routine, 

Rattle through their hangers for some rockinõ duds, and Roll over for a kicked up evening of food, wine and good 

olõ Rock ôn Roll with the girls. 

It was the first auction pre-party organized by the Stonewall Jackson Elementary PTA Auction Committee, and it 

was the kick-off and launch party for this yearõs silent auction and concert themed òShake, Rattle and Rolló 

planned for May 1, 2010 at Life in Deep Ellum (http://www.shakerattleandrollauction.org/). 

The Stonewall Moms donated wine or champagne to be used as auction items and also bid on reserved seating 

for the upcoming school programs while mingling and listening to New Noise Standard (http://

www.myspace.com/newnoisestandard) playing their own music as well as a few covers to spice up the evening. 

A huge thank you to everyone who helped making the party such a success! 

Mathletes Compete in 34th Annual Math Olympiad  

(from Left) 4th Grade Team: Alexander Canright - 1st Place;, Ms. Sandoval - 4th Grade 

Coach, Hannah Danforth, (not pictured, Connor Edgley Pike); 3rd Grade Team: Jeremy 

Horstman, Ms. Barnes - 3rd Grade Coach, Lorelai Pop, Sophie Hooper; 5th Grade Team:  

Travis Eden - 3rd Place, Ms. Trapalis - 5th Grade Coach, Gianna Schneider, Jace Trammell 

Alexander Canright: Reigning Champ 

Stonewall Moms Rock!  

http://www.shakerattleandrollauction.org/
http://www.myspace.com/newnoisestandard
http://www.myspace.com/newnoisestandard

