
 
Mark Your Calendars!  

 
 
 

October:  

Thursday, Oct. 1st 6 p.m.  

SBDM Meeting (Library) 

 

Friday, Oct. 2nd  

Elementary Fair Day 

(No Classes for Students) 

 

Thursday, Oct. 8th 6 p.m.  

The Long Run (1mi./5K) 

J.L. Long Middle School 

 

Monday, Oct. 12th  

Report Cards Issued 

 

Thursday, Oct. 15th  

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

 

Saturday, Oct. 17th  

Stonewall Jackson CARNIVAL 

 

Friday, Oct. 23rd  12:30 p.m.  

Early Release 

 

 

 

Dear Stonewall Friends and Families, 

 

Welcome back!  Itõs early in the school year, but there is already a lot 
going on.  Many of our PTA friends have been working hard all summer to 

make sure that we have another exemplary year!   

 

A big THANK YOU goes out to Thuy Sherman for taking over as Carnival 
Chair at the last minute.  Thuy, along with the carnival committee and the 
Dadsõ Club are busy planning and organizing for the big day.  Carnival will 
be on October 17th from 1:00 -5:00 p.m.  Be on the lookout for signup 

sheets for the class booths.  I hope to see you all there!  

 

The social committee, headed by Margaret Hayes, Thuy Sherman and 
Sherri Horstman was off to a busy start.  The New Parent Coffee on the 
first day of school was a great success.  They are now hard at work 

organizing the food for the Meet -the-Teacher Hot Dog Dinner. 

 

Our PTA is one of the best anywhere and it is our goal for every parent to 
become a member.  The cost to join is only $7 per person.  I encourage 
both parents to join ñand extended family memebers too!  If you need a 
membership form, pick one up in the school office.  For questions, contact 

Melissa Brewer at (214) 826-5815. 

 

One of the things that make our school great is the support of parents like 

you, so keep up the good work!  

 

Thank you for your continued support,  

 

Kelly Newman, 

PTA President 

 

NOTE:  The PTA sends out an e-mail newsletter each Monday.  To sign up 
for the weekly e -mails, go to www.StonewallJacksonPTA.org and enter 
your e-mail address.  While you are on the site, check out the calendar and 

all of the new updates!  

September 2009  A Monthly Newsletter from the Stonewall Jackson PTA  

The Spotlight  
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About the Stonewall Jackson PTA  

 

The Stonewall Jackson PTA consists of 

parents, teachers and community members 

who are dedicated to making Stonewall a 

great place for students to be nurtured and to 

learn. Throughout the year the PTA organizes 

volunteers and holds fundraisers to provide 

student and family programs, help the teach-

ers in the classroom and enhance the school.  

PTA Board meetings and general meetings 

are held monthly. The Board meetings are 

open to all parents and are held on the 2nd 

Thursday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in the 

school library.  

PTA is an individual membership. Dues are 

$7, except for parents who register for the 

after school program. Membership forms are 

located in the school office.  

The Spotlight newsletter is published and 

distributed monthly. It is also posted  at 

www.stonewalljacksonpta.org. Article submis-

sions may be placed in the Spotlight box in 

the school office, or e -mailed to Amy Carey, 

Spotlight editor, at stonewallspot-

light@gmail.com.  

If you have questions about the PTA please 

contact a board member or visit our website 

at www.stonewalljacksonpta.org .  
 

Stonewall Jackson Elementary School  

5828 Mockingbird Lane 

Dallas, Texas 75206 

Phone 972-749-7200 

Fax 972-749-7201 

After School Program 972-749-7219 
 

 

 

Words of  Wisdom  
 

ñThe important thing is to not stop 
questioning.ò 

 
-Albert Einstein 

(1879-1955)  
US (German born) physicist 

 

Interview with a Former Star  

By: Olivia Holmes, 3rd Grader 

 

Interview of Jimmy Holmes, former SWJ student 

 

1.  How big of a change is the 6th grade from the 5th? 

A big one.  I have three times as many classes now, and it's more work to 

keep track of each subject matter. 

2.  Are you happy that you chose Travis? 

Pretty happy.  Although I miss my SWJ friends, who mostly go to Long, I 

enjoy the challenges of Travis and my new teachers there. 

3.  Do you dislike anything about Travis? 

Besides missing my SWJ friends, the new routine is a little adjustment.  But 

I'll get used to the new routine, and I have Carter Hayden with me. 

4.  What is your favorite memory from your 5th grade year at SWJ? 

"Fun day" because it was fun, of course.  I enjoyed playing board games with 

my SWJ friends. 

5.  What do you miss about SWJ? 

I miss Ms. Sorrells and other teachers.  Also, many friends I had at SWJ. 

"Hello, Mrs. Henderson, miss you!  Tell my teachers hello.  Love Jimmy" 

If you have 50 Box Tops you can earn your child a free dress pass!  

Put exactly 50 (not expired) in a baggie and turn them in to Dauphin, the 

office or the Box Tops mailbox with your child's name and class written on 

it. We will send the dress pass to his/her class. 

If you have extras or don't have 50 yet please turn them in 

anyway.  

The next deadline is Oct. 31st. 

50 Box Tops = Free Dress Pass  

Save the Date: 5.01.10  

 

The 2010 Stonewall Jackson Silent Auc-

tion will be here before you know it.  

Get ready to shake, rattle & roll at  

Life in Deep Ellum on May 1, 2010.   

Get ready to attend and help make this 

event legendary!   
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Stonewall Gardens ð Growing Strong in 2009 -10 
The kids are back at Stonewall and the Garden is open for student to explore and learn!   

So whatõs new this year? 
Well, in a lot of ways, the good news is that the Garden isnõt that new ð it is what our kids love, and what we know is a key part of their 

experience at Stonewall.  Thanks to community support, our kids are doing what Stonewall students have done for more than a decade. 

Our children are tending their own personal plants in a weekly class, crops that they nurture from 

seed through harvest.  We all look forward to those bags of broccoli and potatoes that our kids 

proudly present for dinner! 

Mr. Painter, our Garden instructor, is back!  Students are again learning from his many years of ex-

pertise.  He is working with the regular science/homeroom teachers to conduct a variety of science 

lessons throughout the year and right now he is on campus at least every other week (and weõre 

working on bringing him back here full time).   

The Garden program still covers concepts from the entire science curriculum, such as the life cycle 

of organisms, the food web, nutrient cycle, photosynthesis.  Students conduct experiments and 

make all kinds of observations about the ecosystem and its structures, cycles, and processes. 

Our kids still get to use all their senses in their Garden classes, exploring everything from their crops 

to the wildscape, checking out insects and other organisms and how they fit into the entire ecosys-

tem.  The program is multi-sensory and hands-on, which we know helps their comprehension of the material taught.  Kids know 

that they get to dig in the dirt, be outside, and are encouraged to stop to check out the bugs they see.  Many of us have or know 

kids who thrive in this kind of learning environment ð they love it! 

So what is different? 
The biggest change from the past is that we, the community, are now supporting this program.  Last year, Stonewall families came to-

gether quickly to fund the program through the spring after the Garden instructor position was eliminated by DISD.  Since then, weõve 

worked hard to get a new non-profit, Stonewall Gardens and Outdoor Science Lab , up and running to ensure that we can sustain this 

program year after year.  Our focus is to get the funding we need to keep this program going, and your support is still crucial.  Here is a list 

of our funding sources, activities, and ways you can help: 

Community ð We still need for all of us, the Stonewall community, to help sustain the Garden in these early months of our organiza-

tion.  That shows other potential funders what a strong base of support our Garden has.  The cost of a year in the Garden is 

$150 per student, and we are asking all families to donate what we can to meet that need.  Even if we cannot contribute that full 

amount, any amount is helpful and shows that the Garden has broad support for the program among our families. 

Grants ð As a separate 501(c)(3) organization, Stonewall Gardens is seeking grant funding from foundations and corporations.  However, 

this is more of a long-term strategy; most foundations want to see a track record of our organization ð including strong community support ð 

before they award grants.  Nonetheless, it is part of our strategy this year and we hope to take advantage of the mediaõs attention to issues 

about learning gardens and school nutrition.  Heard of any good ones, or would you like to help us complete more applications?  Please 
share the information with Garden Fundraising VP Chasity McReynolds at cmcreyno@bsamail.org. 

Businesses ð Stonewall Gardens and the Stonewall PTA are working together to reach out to local businesses to support both organi-

zations.  If you have connections with area businesses that might be interested in supporting our school, please contact Kate 

Cromwell at katecromwell@yahoo.com or Natalie Clarkson at nataliesc@sbcglobal.net. 

Seed Money ð This program is an easy way to get corporation donations for the Garden.  (Check out our Q&A in this issue of the 

Spotlight for more information.)  We hope to earn thousands selling these retail cards to Stonewall families ð and beyond.  Ques-

tions?  Contact Diane Hooper diane@hooptronics.com. 

(Continued on page 4) 

mailto:cmcreyno@bsamail.org
mailto:katecromwell@yahoo.com
mailto:nataliesc@sbcglobal.net
http://us.mc542.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=diane@hooptronics.com
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A BIG thank you to Jennifer Wal-

lace with WatchMeDesign for 

creating the 2010 Shake Rattle 

and Roll logo! 

 

We really appreciate it! 

 

The 2010 Auction Committee  

 

Although school has just begun, itõs time to start thinking about the 

yearbook.   Start working on those front and back cover designs and 

enter the Stonewall Jackson Yearbook Cover Design Contest!!   

Cover Design Contest Requirements   

1)  All entries must be on 8.5 x 11 paper ð no limit on the number of colors   

2)   Please write your name and grade section on the back of your design   

3)   Indicate on the back of your design if it is for the front or back yearbook                      
cover   

4)   Submit all designs to your teacher no later than Friday, October 9th ñ

absolute deadline!    

Watch for Yearbook Order Forms soon!  

Events & Other Activities ð We are hosting some 

great events this year, including a movie night 

on November 13 and a Garden Day & Plant 

Sale in the spring.  They will be a lot of fun for 

our community and help raise money for the 

Garden.  Stay tuned for more information 

about this and other activities throughout the 

year, or contact Kim Johnson at kim-

frostJ@sbcglobal.net if you want to help us! 

Garden Maintenance ð The parents at Stonewall are taking on a bigger share of the on-

going garden weeding and other maintenance.  If you can work in the Garden, regu-

larly or just every once in a while, we need and love your help!  In fact, each class is 

responsible for maintaining their own area in the garden.  So talk to you room parent 

about how to help, or contact Diane Hooper diane@hooptronics.com for more infor-

mation. 

(Continued from page 3) 

For the third time, Stonewall Jackson Elementary has been named to Texas Business and Edu-

cation Coalitionõs (TBEC) Honor Roll.  The 2009 TBEC Honor Roll recognizes 254 of the 

stateõs most outstanding public schools.  Being named a TBEC Honor Roll school is the most 

prestigious academic award a Texas public school can achieve.   

The list represents less than 4% of all public schools in Texas.  The 

2009 standards were by far the toughest in the 10 year history of the 

award.  All schools were expected to improve their commended 

performance from 2008 and every school was required to have a 

minimum of 20% of students tested performing at the commended 

level on all tests for 2009.   

In November, Mrs. Olivia Henderson, Stonewallõs principal, will rep-

resent the school at an awards ceremony in San Antonio.  To read 

more about the award critera and see the list of Honor Roll schools, 

go to: www. TBEC.org 

Stonewall Named to TBEC Honor Roll  

What A Superstar!  

Announcing the Yearbook Cover Design Contest  

 Office Hours of  

Counseling Department 

 

Daily Schedule: 7:50-3:45; M-F 

Office Hours: 7:50-8:30, 2:30-3:45 

Telephone: 972-749-7218 

 

Please feel free to call and make an 

appointment.  I am available every 

day unless I have a meeting or 

classroom guidance. 

 Mary Ashby 

WWWğ. 

 

Stonewall has lots of great updated 

content on the web!  

Check out: 

www.stonewalljacksonpta.org  

 

And  

 

http://sites.google.com/site/

swjgarden.com  

mailto:kimfrostJ@sbcglobal.net
mailto:kimfrostJ@sbcglobal.net
http://us.mc542.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=diane@hooptronics.com
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Seed Money ð youõre hearing about it, but just what is it?  And 

how does it work? 

So what IS Seed Money? 

Retailersõ gift or cash cards that you buy from Stonewall Gar-

dens. 

And what do I buy with them? 

You pay for whatever you buy regularly, like groceries, gas, 

dinners out, movie tickets, etc.  And things you buy sometimes, 

like clothing or holiday gifts.  And even things you buy only 

once in a blue moon, like a new refrigerator or couch. 

What retailers are we talking? 

Almost every major national chain ð grocery stores, furniture 

stores, clothing chains, home improvement, discount stores 

like Walmart, gas stations, movie theatre chainsé. 

What is the catch?  

No catch at all. You pay nothing extra, either to us or to the 

retailer. You pay face value, you get face value. The retailers 

sell the cards to us at a discount, so we make a percentage off 

every card we sell to you. 

What is the benefit for Stonewall Gardens? 

Weõre raising money to continue to support this program that 

gives each Stonewall student the chance to learn about science 

and nature in a living laboratory using hands-on exploration.  

Every Seed Money card we sell brings us closer to our fund-

raising goal of $75,000 per year ð and keeps this program 

growing for our kids. 

How much can Seed Money earn for the Garden? 

Other schools make tens of thousands each year.  The key is 

getting used to thinking of Seed Money whenever you need to 

shop.  If all of our more than 500 families participated, buying 

just $100 per month through Seed Money, weõd make close to 

$20,000 by the end of the school year.  Think what we can do 

if we buy more than $100 each month!  Seed Money is easy 

money! 

You can buy (with cash or check, and weõre working on taking 

credit cards) at school every Friday, at the office at drop off 
and on the playground at pick up.  Or contact Diane 

Hooper diane@hooptronics.com or 214-824-1190. 

Seed Money:  

Easy Money for the Garden  

Fall Carnival 09:  

Thank You Sponsors!  

 


